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training the mind to grasp 


a ot er things,can be made to subserve, viz.. i/raming me mina to grasp 

ftps tract ideas and to bring the various parts of an extensive subject into 

men 1 co-ordination. This w edm ition, the very essence of intellectual 

power. Mind you. I am not discussing the advance of science; I am di- 
cussing the advance of man! 

When George Eliot, one of the foremost philosophic minds of the 
age, was finding pleasure in learning the names of the plants of Ilfra- 

' ___ y part of the tendency that is now constantly growing in me to 

u va gL ie , ne33 inaccuracy into the daylight of distinct, 

p i 1 r f a f’ , u hen John Stuart Mill was botanizing over the moors ol 

Tinl*n ! Urning . a f‘ de . a t Avignon* to tramp up the bed of the 

mmi th a . °^ ad .th ln ? 8 —willows! are we to suppose for a mo- 

whathnr a,« 686 ® mm ® nt ly clear-headed persons did not know 
-Sn2f were wasting their time or not ? Nay, so far as Mill is con- 

work with h; 0 W 1 made a very considerable herbarium, doing the 

he *av* in rt J, n >”fc aud we ma y 6 afely infer his motive from what 

Historv^nnr m „i 1 |"!L scientific conditions as the classifications in natural 
portant futirtinn^ a better preparatory discipline lor that im- 

ment not rmlu in stU( / ot . principles of a natural arrange- 

for learning their me*' J elaborated, and which are still the bed scJwd 

“declined ” in thi ™ / popular interest in systematic botany has 

ungracious task Vt * antry : ca,,8es «re not far to seek, and i t were an 

have already spent l *“®- rlle ■"d'hatioM are that they 

* * Soe^ford, JJ). f ^ ‘ ■ “*■ o. x>j6*m»..- 1 


BOX AN 


The death of Dr. DeBary. 


in December, from the J. prornisod to write you a few 

for the winter semester 1 Prof l e8sor DeBary’s labor?, 

and hopeful word in regard^’ h p P 'r g - that . 1 , mi ? ht Sftnd sonie cheei 

hJr 1 :,■ I..to you is tochronicle his death, which oceurre 

onn nF- Tor.,,0i n - 


half-past two on tfaeaftpr^ 8 to chronicle his death, which occuri 
heard before mv letter renoho °1 January lit Of this event you will 1 
knew I'eBnrv and his work 8 • v0a ’ nnd others of our own country, 
nish your readers with snoL . lntJn 1 t€d >’ !,,1 tter than I, will, no doubt, 

HHHhand may 5j|Tf d? ln regard to hia il,neas and deatl 

«*im may not be umntereui 


one near at hand m fl v Z7 u ■ m re ^ ard 

1'" .r DeBarv was much ', n(eresti 
semester by pains in hi* f anno . ved toward the close of the sum 

from the teeth. He ni ide i to neuralgic or else ari 

the British Association*I thin® n ? land > to attend the meetin 

aggravate his trouble fin A “ ,s and the return voyage seeme 

character of the disease ur»r»n |T- C0 } ,n ^ ' 1 the inflammation and a Lira 

sar.v about October 1. H f > ’ s ace> f snr S‘cal operation became ne 

and loss of blootl. rem iinimr ; Coai pf e tely prostrated from the dis< 

M the Btirger Spital in StrassbifpJ ^h iire nuraes f° r several w< 

His return to his residence wh; a"” w ^ er ^. dle operation was perforn 
requent with other prominent n ac ® or ^ Ill g to an arrangement not 
fristitute—i. e., the building rlpv r t ’ e i rinan L professors, is in the Botan 

ard t0 ' v,th much silent fnteres^ fl h w t a. ^>C i• aI ^ lCa, work — was looked 

- «*wrest by the little corps of special atud< 
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and the instructors, as we all hoped that, according to his own desire and 
anticipations, he would soon be with us to direct the laboratory work as 
of old. He came down soon after November 1 , and the week after de¬ 
lighted everybody by coming into the laboratory. These visits continued, 
with some interruptions, for several weeks. I had the pleasure of meet¬ 
ing him, of talking with him to a limited extent, and occasionally he 
would inquire how my work was progressing. He appeared, as he was 
said to be, the kindest of men to those who worked under him. He was 
quick and intense in all his movements and operations. Every action and 
word of his former pupils show not only a profound reg ird for him as an 
authority in science and a great teacher, but a genuine affection for him 
as a man and a friend. It was clear, however, that his nerves and general 
health and strength were greatly affected; his visits became rarer, and 
soon after December 1 he appeared no more in his laboratory. During 
the holidays his colleague, Professor Dr. Zacharias, who has directed my 
own work in DeBary s absence, and who has been, both officially and 
personally, very kind and delightful in his intercourse with me, informed 
nie that all hope of Professor DeBary s recovery had been abandoned. 
He suffered very much until within a few days of his death, when he be¬ 
came partially unconsciou- 

. . His death is regarded here as a very great loss to this university, as 
it is everywhere to the scientilic world. He was only 57, hence only in 
ms prime as a scientific investigator, and therefore all botanists lament 
the valuable work DeBarv might have accomplished had he been spared. 
His fellow townsmen and university colleagues, while knowing well his 
*world-wide reputation, feel strongly the loss of his well-balanced judg¬ 
ment, and his lively interest in all worthy objects connected with Strass- 
burg affairs, lie often attended the horticultural society “of Elsass, as 
well as their agricultural society,and in university circles his knowledge 
0 men and affairs was regarded as very superior; and his judgment had 
K r cat weight in such questions as the selection of professors and the de- 
JSwifeeiit of new lines of university work. 

Fue burial service at the Botanical Institute was on Sunday, January 
1 conducted by the Lutheran pastor of the Neue Kirche , otrassburg. 
csideahis remarks, and a burial hymn, sung by members of the student 
Musical club, addresses were also made by Professor Kussmaul, of the 

faculty, Professor Fittig, of the chemical department, and Pro- 

®ssor Zceptlel, rector of the university. Furthermore, notwithstanding 
cram which fell at short intervals, the great affection felt for DeBarv 
as shown by the large number of students, professors and other friends 
t i 0 W; *Iked in the long procession escorting his remains across the city, 

Weis«thurm Gate, to the little cemetery beyond the walls 
KvrchliofSt. Gallen. Nearly all the student “corps” and Verbmdungen 
^presented. De Bary was even greater as a teacher and organizer 
nt\ v ' 0 r l 7 * ^ am disposed to believe, than as an investigator. In enumer- 
th ose who have been his pupils, or worked in his laboratory, the 
seems to include a great majority of those young and middle-aged 

w J! e ngaged in the most advanced lines of botanical work m the 
fu Several of these old pupils were present at the burial, among 

S^L^^ lmfc .^°* rn8 “Laubach and Professor Stahl. 4 j 

a oaii ^ a y H m announced that Count Solms, who had already accepts 
t>a*iV rom Gottingen to Berlin, will recall his acceptance of the Berlin 

mn in order to become DeBarv s successor here at btrassburg. 

I ‘tyf illiam R. Dudley. 


